The 
Postal 
Museum 


Report on the Post Office employment of 
Frederick Smith 


Thank you for your order for research into the Post Office career of Frederick Smith. 


Using the information you provided, | first searched the Appointments indexes and located a 
record of appointment in the name of Frederick Smith: 


e It shows the appointment of a ‘Frederick Smith’ on December 12!" 1770, as Junior 
Tracer of Letters in the Inland Office. 
(COPY A1 and A2; Finding Number: POST 58/1) 


| found Mr Smith in the establishment books of 1781 (Copy B1 and B2; Finding Number: POST 
59/19) and 1783 (Copy C1 and C2; Finding Number: POST 59/20), both times mentioned as a 
‘Sorter’. The establishment books were produced on a yearly basis and listed all salaried staff. 


| then searched the pension registers for an entry for Mr Smith. | looked through the years 
1783 to 1786 (Finding Number: POST 1/12), unfortunately | couldn't find the mention of a 
pension. On the other hand, | did find for the year 1782, a record of his salary and an 
allowance of 28lbs of candles, with a proposed change of salary (Copy D1, D2, D3 and D4). 


There are several reasons why we might not have found a pension record: 


e As it was quite an early time, the records are patchy. Not everything has been 
recorded nor has come to the archives. At this time, not every employee would 
receive a pension. It wasn't until the government's Superannuation Act of 1859 that 
all civil servants (including Post Office staff) would start receiving pensions. 

e It's possible that Mr Smith didn't qualify for a pension. He had only worked for the 
Post Office for a relatively short period, and left much younger than the usual age of 
retirement. 

e Mr Smith could have retired later. 


| looked at another series of records, the ‘Post Office: Minute between the Secretary and 
Postmaster General’ (Finding number: POST 35); unfortunately, there is no Minute Records 
before 1792. 


You mentioned as other relevant information that Mr Smith had worked as an assistant to 
Henry Potts, Controller of the Post Office. Although we couldn't find any mention of Mr 
Frederick Smith working as his assistant in our archives, we have a pastel portrait of Henry 
Potts as Department Comptroller of the General Post-Office in London (Copy E; Reference 
number: 2004-0164) 


The Postal Museum 

15-20 Phoenix Place T: +44 (0) 300 0300 700 
London E: info@postalmuseum.org 
WC1X ODA www.postalmuseum.org 


The Postal Museum is the public identity of the Postal Heritage Trust. Registered as a charity in England and Wales. Registered Charity Number 1102360. Company Number 4896056. 
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Record Index 


Name: Mr Frederick Smith 
Appointed Date: 12 Dec 1770 
Appointed Place: England 
industry: Postal Service 


Source Information 
Record Url: https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/imageviewer/collections/1933/images/31694_212084-00256 


Source Citation: British Postal Museum and Archive; London, England; Post Office: Staff nomination and appointment, 1831-1969; Series 
Number: POST 58; Reference: 1 


Source Information Ancestry.com. UK, Postal Service Appointment Books, 1737-1969 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 


Operations, Inc., 2010. This collection was indexed by Ancestry World Archives Project contributors. 
Original data: Post Office: Staff nomination and appointment, 1831-1969. Microfilm, POST 58, 80 rolls. The Postal Museum. London, England. 
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